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COVER STORY: He'-s 
9qt a big. off ice, a 
parking space and a 
dog named Peaches. 
INSIDE: They're rqwdy, they're 
,.on College Street, and they 
drink apple juice . 
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Hil·lside 
College Heights H'erald Magazine 
Cover Story: We don't know what George Bush 
and Bill Clinton do all day, but we can tell you 
what President Thomas Meredith does. Story 
by Julie Grundy and photos by Mark T. Osler. 
Page 6: There's a 
group on College 
Street that can be 
pretty rowdy -
and they've never 
been busted. 
Story by Melissa 
Gagliardi and photos 
by Cheryl Meyer. 
Magazine editor: Tanya Bricking 
Photo editor: Chris McKenney 
~ 
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All in a day's work / 
. \ 
STORY. BY JULIE GRUNDY 
He first wanted to be a Navy pilot . He 
ei,en sat around drawing pictures of planes. 
•1 'l\'as just fascinated by the"),• he said. •t 
would spend hours drawing them and even 
putting little people In them." 
Then, In high school, his heart was set on 
becoming a preacher. 
• t carried that hope with me for quite a 
while,• he said . •t thought I was pretty 
certain about my future at that point.• 
Now, he knows ttiere Is no other career for 
him but education. 
•t knew I loved to work with people, and 
I've always been service-oriented," President 
Thomas Meredith said. "Those things just 
sort of drove me to where I am today." 
Today, he's one of the busiest men around 
campus. Just ask him. 
His days begin when most college students 
arc still In bed and usually end with only a 
minimum of sleep before he starts again . 
Docs he mind? Not really. 
"It's all a part of the job," Meredith said. •t 
knew that when I first came here, so I have 
only myself to blame for any lost sleep due 
to work.• . 
Next fall will mark Meredith's JOt!t year In 
education. After such a time, one might 
think he would be·ready for something new. 
Not so. At SI, he feels satisfied with .where 
he's at. ; 
"The fact of the matter Is,• he said, "I'm 
not a t9r{g-range planner In my career. I give 
everythln_g I have to the job I have at the-
time. , 
"Right now, my one and only priority, 
career wise, Is Western. I have no desire to 
even think about anything else.• 
Even If he did have the desire, It's unlikely 
he would have the time to think about 
. ® 
PHOTOS BY MAlK T, OSLEII 
anything other than Western. This ts his 
home. This Is his life. For now, at least . 
His office Is spacious, his desk covered, yet 
not cluttered, with work. For a man with a 
blg'offlce to fill, he spends little time there. If 
he's not In a meeting, he'll most llkely be on 
his way to one. 
"Busy, busy, busy," Meredith said. "That's 
all I can say. That's all I am." . 
Take a day three weeks ago. He was out of 
·bed by 6. At seven, he was welcoming the 
athletic department staff, grecllng people by 
name an~ shaking hands. 
H~ carried no briefcase, no notepad. He 
spoke from his heart, he said, complimenting 
them on a job well done and explaining 
where they stood ln relation to other 
university departments. 
"This ts a very patriarchal Institution,• he 
told them. "When I got here I could have put 
on a crown. Everyone looked to the president 
to make all the decisions.• 
In a sense, that's still true . Meredith Is 
Wcstern's one representative who carries the 
most weight. 
Is It too mueh at times? 
"SoJllcttmes you encounter things that can 
bl! a little .overwhelming,• he said, "but you 
learn to take J!VCrythlng In stride. Everyone 
else Is doing their part, so I have to do mine." 
After the meeting, It's back to the office to 
check messages before another appointment . 
His office, although busy, runs like 
clockwork. 
"There really Isn't a schedule,• he said . 
"It's kind of a day by day, week by week klh d 
of deal." . ' 
How ~cs he keep up with It all? He 
doesn't - his secretary does. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE AJ 
Solutions from your Apple Campus Reseller. 
The holiday gift you can really use, 
Tell your folks that more college 
students choose Macintosh than 
any either computer. They'd want 
you to be in good company. 
A~k fur an Apple' Macimo.,h· rnmpu1er 1his hulida1• season :incl 
join all of ihe siudems wlui've disrnvernl 1ha1 no maiicr what 1hl.'r 
do, Macinwsh hdps liu:m do ii beuer and fasier. Thill ·, lx:cau~e · 
.\1acin tosh is so easy lO use. And !he ihousands of av:iilablc sofiwarc 
applicalions work in a si ngle. consislelll 11·av. So once l'OU°l"c learned 
one, you ·re well on ~•uur way !jJ le-arning 1hem all. The· adl'an1:1g,, 
of Macimosh don'! end when school don. In fan , ihe majorill' of 
Fonune 1000 rnrnp,l/lb use .\1acintosh rnmpuiers: So ask \'li'ur 
Apple Campus Reseller whelp you choose 11 luch \l:tci 111osi1 10 pul 
al !he wp uf your hulida;- gift !isl. 
Macintosh. It's more than a present, it's a future.' 
College Heights Bookstore 
C 19?f"'1Plc'~(I ~ " '{k 11.- .~~ ,t' •ID.l ~ llll•~,ttff);T'Cnnltrr.lnrw h I \;likl , m pultf Ir,, \l)- ( A.,...r, J lt"p\tn'n1 ft..-lr'1Tal l Mlll ',l, 1n_~""J 
1r.Jrnw11 ,,t ~ "-"''1lU'f• O l,..-i ' l:i..-.ni ,.1 , ....,..0 1,~<A1nlll'llu11r,u1t11Nc L'rrt.1 1'11 1 
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During a walk around campus, President Thomas Meredith stops to Meredith had other th ings scheduled. Meredith said he likes to roam 
talk to Jeff Morris, a junior from Ocean City, Md . Morris asked .around Western to meet students,,and he has an uncanny ability to 
Meredith to come to an intramural soccer game that night, but remember names. 
Lana Flynn, Meredith's senior executive 
secretary, ls his savior when It comes to business, 
he claims. 
"It's amazing how she does It ,• he said. "I Just 
listen to her and everything goes as It should . 
What would I do without her? I don 't want to 
think about It. • 
Flynn even goes so rar as to type up an Index 
card with the day's agenda that Meredith keeps In 
his pocket. 
"You get used to It being so hectic after a 
while, • Flynn said. "It's really not that bad.• 
Meredith agrees It's not all that bad, but the 
worst part Is not getting to spend enough time 
with his wife and sons. 
"It's hard, but I'm lucky enough to have a very 
understanding family, • he said . "They' re 
"' 
wonderful." 
His usual grin grows · Into a toothy smile as he 
brags on his sons.' 
•1 can't help It," he said. "I'm a dad. What else 
can I say?" 
Seventeen-year-old Mark recently made a 30 on 
his ACT; Matt, 14, lettered on the varsity soccer 
team at B.owllng Green High. Even though Dad 
Isn't always around, they, too, have grown used to 
the ~chedule and accept It. 
Meredith said he makes every effort to attend all 
of Matt's soccer games and Mark's tennis matches. 
•1 love to watch the111, • he said. "I've become a 
real fan of both spo, ts. • 
How does ]',4credlth's wife, Susan, handle the 
long hours? Better than most wives. 
"I would like to have just 48 hours with him, • 
Cockt.iils, Carry Out 
& Banquet Facilities 
-... 
she said. · we' ll sec him more during Chri stm_JS, 
but even then he'll be catching up on work.• 
Justa.she did that evening. 
A(!e r a day full of me,flflgs, Meredith was on 
his way to Louisville to attend an alumni banquet. 
Jerry Wilder, vice president for Student Affairs, 
drove w lie Meredith sat In the passenger 's scat 
and caught 1JP on work. Meredith's wife usually 
does the driving, but she stayed home because she 
was worried about his mother, who wasn 't feeling 
well that night. 
• Having Jerry for a date Isn't nearly as good as 
having Susan here,• Meredith Joked. 
The trip baclc was the same - more work. He 
even stopped off at the office before he finall y 
CONTINUED ON PAGE A4 
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Open 7 Days a Weck 
2 for 1 Wells $200 Frozens 
12th Annual ; 
Partyl \ u•• 
TOU flH IIIFOIIIATION' IISHYATIOIIS I 
1·800·321 ·5911 
Lowes, Prices in Town! 
Downtown On the Square 
4 IO East Main SI. 
Bowling Green, KY 42l0l 
781-1177 . 
AU M.a,or Cred it Cants Accq,tcJ 
.... 
J. 
________ J 
I 
• • 
$500 LoQg Island $200 Basket of 
Iced Tea I?itchers Hot Wings 
Greenwood Mall Phone: 842-9404 
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Controversy 
sometimes a 
part of the job 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A3 
made fl home. 
"Thi s is my routine." he said. "Sure, t get tired. but 
it ail works out. · 
Altho ugh he makes ii look easy to others. not 
eve rything is all roses when yo u ' re at th e top. 
l>tcrcdit h has had his share of controversy. Last year 
hr made it lhrough a brutal battle with the former 
llo~ rd of Regents, yet still thinks his reput ation came 
out untarnished . 
"I don 'I th in k my posi tion was hurt in any way," 
he sa id . "The president , n o matter what happens, 
always ha s a very impor tant ro le In univers ity 
rclallons. • 
Ray Mendel , a psychology professor who will 
become th e new faculty regent next month, sa id 
there were so many facets to the controversy, he 
wasn 't sure what to th ink about the whole mess. 
"There was .obviously just a co mmunicat ion 
problem ." Mendel said . "Hopefu lly, nothing like that 
will ·happen again .· 
Student Govern ment Associa tion l're~ld ent Joe 
Rains said Me redith handled an ext rem ely difficult 
situa tio n In a professiona l manner. 
·1r he really wanted to lose the headache, he could 
have 1ust resigned and gotten the heck awa y ·fr om 
here." Rains said, "You really have to respect a man 
who wou ld slick through ail that.· 
What helped Meredith get th rollgh all th e bad 
pubi idty? 
Advice from an o ld friend . 
Meredith said his friend was hoving a lot or trouble 
in his own business and told him of the philosophy 
he went by. · 
• He said adversity can either make you bitter or 
make you better ." Meredith said . • He obviously 
decided It woul.d make him better; I've adopted th~t 
same philosophy. I th ink It 's pretty strong m ed lcln~.~ 
In th e end , JI al l goes back to t_he quote by 
Abraham Lincoln that Is engraved on a. _paperweight 
on his office desk: • . 
"I do the best I know how, the best best I can and I · 
mea n to keep doing so until the end. I( the end 
brings me out ail right, what Is said aga inst me will • 
amo11nt to nothing." 
ToP: President-,.homas Meredith keeps 
inspirational messages scattered around 
his office. 
MIDDLE: Meredith speaks with retiring art 
prqfes_sor Charles Forrester during a visit to . 
the gi!llery in the fine arts center. 
BoTToM: Meredith sits close to doors at 
meeti~gs in case he has to leave. 
I 
Page AS 
LEFr. Meredith playfully puts some pressure on Laddy Topper 
Trina Wilson as she practices free throws at Diddle Arena . 
Meredith had stopped in to see Coach Paul Sanderford . 
MIDDLE: Meredith makes a quick stop at his Chestnut Street 
,\iome after leaving his office and before heading to a dinner 
'<neeting. He holds his dog, Peaches. 
BOTTOM: Big Red gives M eredith an unexpected visit during a 
Lady Tp'pper exhibition game at Diddle Arena. 
,.,. 
1 
Hbpkinsville junior Stefanie Manin comfons 2-year-old Andre Wallace after he' hit liimselfon a door at Kinder Kollege. 
KIDDI-NG AROUND ON COLLEGE STREET 
· STOll:Y BY.· MELISSA GAGLIARDI 
PHOTOS BY, CHERYL 0 MEYER 
A !though College Street is known to many as Frafernity Row for'the sometimes rowdy frat 
houses that dot Its sides, one·housi! 1n little 
different, but rowdy nonetheless. 
Polka-dot table cloths. 
Multicolored carpet. 
Orange tables: 
Polka-dot curtains. 
Colorful chairs. 
More orange tables. 
Sounds like a decorator's nightmare. Add 
shelves of toys, boxes of dol_ls, plastic Ironing 
boards and tiny toy dlihes, and you have the 
decor· of Kinder Kollege, the day-care center at 
1408 College Street: . · 
At f!J'st glance, It lool\S like a toy store. 
The. house Is full of rooms loaded with toys fof 
the 160 children enrolled. Pictures of the children 
playing and pictures they made out of construction 
paper .and Cheerios decorate the walls. Picnic 
tables, slldlng boards, a miniature ~asketball hoop 
and a jungle gym fill tJ:ie back yard. 
F;ach day while gro~ college students shuffle 
off to learn about .physics and soil management, 
Kinder Kollege bubbles with energ and 
excitement. The children there laugh, cry, play, 
fight and 'leam. 
Western Stl!dents who work at Kinder Kollege 
say tnaLnot only.do they enjoy working there, but 
they are learning a lot as well . 
1.oulsvllle senior ·eandy Polston likes spending 
time with the chlldrm and says her job wlll help 
her with her major In elementai:y education. 
"I've learned a lot about their Interests and 
better ways of explaining things so they wlll 
understand," she said. • Also, better ways to deal 
with discipline.• 
Some days, discipline means talking to children 
who poke their classmates with pencils. 
· Hopklnsvllle junior Stefanie Martin said a 
typical punishment ls to have child sit alone and 
think about what he's·done. 
When one boy poked a 6-year-old boy, Corey, 
with a pencil, Martin comforted Corey and told 
him he woul<l get a cookie for being a good sport . 
· "He's worried, but I told him he won't have any 
trouble," Martin said, wiping .peroxide off of Corey'sJ 
arm. · 
The other boy argued that Corey had been 
calling him names, so he didn't think what he had 
done was wrong. · 
In another room, children were caught writing 
cusswords on the fogged window. 
•1 was just trying to write my name 
backwards, •one little girl explained. 
"She's a little monster,• Martin said. •t can't 
stand for a child not to take to discipline.• 
Polston said while the children usua_lly listen 
pretty well, they do have their bad ~ays. "They 
like to run, scream and pull hair. They act a little 
dangerous sometimes.• 
Kl11.der Kollege students "like to walk up to 
campus and scream and holler and a.ct like It's a 
jungle," P~ton said. And ~_they -like bugs.• 
They also like playing with Play-Doh, making 
hats and singing sllly songs. 
For Christmas, they've been making stodcJngs 
and practicing for a Christmas program for their 
: parents. They'll sing catols - If they can 
remember the words. And Sunday, they marched 
In a parade. 
"The kids are really getting wound up," Martin 
said. "The doser Christmas gets, the wilder they get.• 
In order to settle the children down, teachers 
bribed them by offering a •magic Santa slicker• 
that lets Santa - or "HoHo" as many cf the kids 
call him - know who has been good or bad. 
Megan, a 2-year-old with blond-pigtails, showed 
off the sticker on her hand. As she -made a plastic 
cow say "Moo• and giggled at herself, Megan said 
she liked Christmas games the best. 
Polston said her job makes her feel young. 
•1 get down on the noor and play with them,• · 
she said. 
Martin said her 16 hours a week at Kinder 
Kollege make her feel older. 
•1 take on parental responsibilities,• Martin 
said. •1 see a lot I want to do with my kids and 
also what I don't want to do. But I'm not - by 
any means - ready to have my own chlldre~ • 
She said although the chJldren can get on her 
nerves, she just has to deal with It and get the 
upper hand. 
"They have to love and respect you at the same 
time,• Martln said. "But sometimes, you just ·have 
to get 'em.• 
Food ls an effective means of getting the 
children to behave at Kinder Kollege. If a child ls 
good all day, the child ls rewarded with two 
pretzels. 
"It's amazing what two pretzels can do," Martin 
said. "They want to earn those pretzels.• 
Martin, who has worked · at Kinder Kollege for 
three years, said she loves. children and wants to 
be an elementary teacher. 
I 
I 
\ 
/ 
In preparati;n for teaching kindergarten through fourth-grade children, i.ouisville 
senior Candy Polston gets practical training with Derek Hayes, 3, at Kinder Kollege. 
Jake Higgins, also 3, waits for _his turn to be lifted to the basket. 
•working with children Is just something 
I'm good at,· she said. "I have Instincts for It, 
which made ft easier to start.• 
Three-year-olds ran "around her and 
screamed things such as "I'm ,an alligator!" 
and "Let's have a tea party!" 
But Martin got the children to cooperate 
when It was time to put down their toys and 
wash their hands after playing outside. 
"It's hard to get them all settled down at 
the same time," ~said. "When ft rains, 
they aren't able to run and scream and holler. 
They're ready to just go home.• 
And the cold weather that brings 
snowmen and Santa Claus also brings colds 
and runny noses. Because the children aren't 
experienced with Kleenex, they still need a 
little help. 
"They try to blow In Instead of out,• 
Martin said, wlplng a 3-year-old's nose. 
"When they finally learn to blow, they're so 
proud." 
Martin said she likes to see Improvements 
In the youngsters, such as getting them to 
share. 
"You can sec a big accompllsh(Tlcnt In 
children," she said. "When they repeat a song : 
or learn their ABCs, you can see them 
learning a lot. My favorite song Id bc4 
'Peanut Butter and Jelly.' They learn to make 
sandwiches from the song.• 
A day at Kinder Kollege also lndudes story 
time, a lime to work on manners, creative 
free play wlth Lincoln logs and letter blocks. 
structured art activities and outdoor play. 
Each day, the students get well-balanced 
meals along with homemade treats such as 
chocolate-chip cookies or brownies. And 
"they all get a lot of attention," Martin sald. 
-..Olston, who wlll be student teaching next 
fall, said the children respond well to positive 
refnfor.cemerit. "They make you feel real 
good, hugging on you when you walk In . 
They look up to you. " \ 
Martin ~aid although the children 
sometimes pull their shorts down to show off 
their cartoon-character underwear, poke 
other kid~ wlth pencils, rip the wallpaper, or 
just cause trouble, "You lust have to sit back 
and laugh." 
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Happy Holidays from your friends at 
Hillside 
SAY HELLO TO 
, , . 
Sade 
LoveDeuxe 
VISA. MASTERCARD. AMERICAN EXPRESS AND DISCOVER 
GREENWOOD MALL 
BOWLING GREEN 782.-0407 
DISC· JOCKn-
mus·ic stores · 
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SERVING WKU & VICINITY: 
111~949·4 
1383 f ENTER ST. 
SER~liOWUNG GREEN: 
·781-6063 
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